TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST OF MCFAS
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MCFAS, the Managed Care Forecasting and Analysis System, can currently process up to 32 different reports at one time.  How can you use it efficiently?  MCFAS experts offer these tips.

Tip #1:  You don’t have to create a new scenario each time you need a new report, even if the new report contains different data elements

Tip #2:  You can include up to eight reports per scenario as long as the reports use the same scenario elements (geographic concept and fiscal years).  The most commonly used report (Category Report) can contain up to four data elements in both the Page Category and the Row Category.

Tip #3:  Increase the range of fiscal years included in your scenario—you can use subsets of the scenario years when you define the fiscal year criteria in each report.  For example, you can design a scenario for annual reports by including the full range of available years in the scenario.  Then, when you design reports for that scenario, specify your report criteria for only one particular year, and MCFAS will give you only the information for that year.

Tip #4:  Rather than trying to create one report with many data elements, consider creating more than one report for a scenario.  If you do this, each report can have fewer data elements in the page and row categories.  Having more than one report will let you analyze the date more easily and possibly discover useful information that may be hidden within large amounts of data.

Tip #5:  Consider using expressions and listing reports.  Unlike the Category Report, which examines a single variable you can use an Expression Report to examine two of the four data types (e.g., FY Average Eligible and FY Average User populations) side by side in columns.  You can use a listing report to look at input data (e.g., Zip Code assignment in a Market Area).

Tip #6:  Remember that you can export your data in either a report format (which looks like the reports displayed in MCFAS) or in data format (for use as a database).  Each export file is vertical-bar-delimited so they import easily into Excel and Access.  The database format can be especially useful if you want to restructure the data quickly on your PC to answer another question.

These tips can help you do your job better and make the best use of MCFAS’s computer resources.

If you have any questions about these tips or have tips to offer contact EI/DS, customer service center @ 800-955-2347.

