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	Are you, someone you know eligible to enroll in Medicare Part B, but you haven’t due to the premium surcharge you would have to pay? 
DoD has good news for you!


What’s New with Medicare Part B?
One of the provisions of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003 allows uniformed services beneficiaries who would be eligible for TRICARE For Life (TFL) but are not enrolled in Medicare Part B to enroll without penalty during a special enrollment period (SEP) through Dec. 31, 2004. (TRICARE Management Activity will announce when the special enrollment period will begin.) Beneficiaries also have the option of enrolling in Part B during the general enrollment period (GEP) and receiving a rebate of any premium surcharges paid in 2004. To follow are the pros and cons of enrollment during the SEP versus GEP: 

· Eligible beneficiaries may enroll in Part B now, during the GEP, and pay a premium surcharge that will be later rebated. Their enrollment will be effective July 1, 2004, but the rebate of premium surcharges will not begin until Medicare performs a sweep of its database later in the year. 

· Or, eligible beneficiaries may wait until the SEP (to be announced) and enroll in Part B with no premium surcharge. Waiting to enroll during the SEP means beneficiaries will not have to wait for a rebate. Their effective date for health care services, however, may not begin on July 1. 

       Who’s eligible? 

· Medicare-eligible retirees, including retired National Guard and reservists 

· Eligible qualifying family members and survivors 

· Certain former spouses if they were eligible for TRICARE before age 65, and who have not remarried and do not have employer-sponsored other health insurance 

· Dual-eligible beneficiaries under the age of 65 who are entitled to Medicare Part A because of a disability or because of end-stage renal disease 

       Notification 

· TRICARE Management Activity is working with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and Social Security Administration to send uniformed services beneficiaries targeted information on Medicare Part B enrollment and where they need to go to process their Part B enrollment form (which they will receive in a CMS mailing scheduled for the summer). 

The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003 also includes a provision for beneficiaries who enrolled in Medicare Part B between January 2001 and December 2004 and are subject to a penalty for late enrollment. Beginning January 2004, these beneficiaries will have the penalty waived. TRICARE Management Activity is working with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to determine the action eligible beneficiaries need to take to make use of this opportunity. Once CMS has determined exactly what eligible beneficiaries need to do, TRICARE Management Activity will update this site with that information. For the latest updates, check the Medicare Web site at www.medicare.gov. 

Other Resources for Information
The Department of Health and Human Services’ Medicare & You" for 2004 publication has excellent information on Medicare Part B enrollment. Pages 16 and 17 of this publication specifically address the Part B waivers. 


Frequently Asked Questions on TRICARE For Life and Medicare Part B 

Is it true there is a waiver of Medicare Part B penalties for TRICARE For Life (TFL) participants? 

The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 makes two very important changes relating to enrollment in Medicare Part B for TFL beneficiaries. 

First, uniformed services beneficiaries who would be eligible for TFL, but are not enrolled in Part B, may enroll without penalty during a special enrollment period through December 31, 2004. The special enrollment period will be announced via Medicare on the TRICARE Web site (www.tricare.osd.mil) and publicized widely. 

Second, uniformed services beneficiaries who enrolled in Medicare Part B in 2001, 2002, 2003, or 2004 and are subject to a premium surcharge for late enrollment in Part B can get those surcharges eliminated by demonstrating that they are covered under TRICARE. The elimination of surcharges is effective January 1, 2004, but the Department of Health and Human Services will need to work out procedures to be followed. Procedures will be announced via Medicare and posted on the TRICARE Web site. 

I am a TRICARE For Life (TFL) beneficiary. How soon can I expect the Department of Defense (DoD) and Medicare to comply with the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 which waives the Medicare Part B penalty for TFL beneficiaries? 

The Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 makes very important changes relating to Medicare Part B premiums for TFL beneficiaries. Currently, the Department of Health and Human Services along with the DoD are working on how to implement these changes as quickly as possible. The changes made by the Act are effective as of January 1, 2004, meaning TFL beneficiaries will be reimbursed for premium penalties paid for months on or after January 2004. 

As soon as all of the issues regarding implementation have been resolved, information will be posted on the TRICARE Web site (www.tricare.osd.mil). Please be sure to check the Frequently Asked Question page of the TRICARE Web site for the latest updates. 

I am a TRICARE For Life (TFL) beneficiary. Is it true that TFL beneficiaries will be eligible for rebates of Medicare Part B premium penalties paid for months on or after January 2001 through December 31, 2003? 

No. When the TRICARE Retirees Opportunity Act of 2003 was introduced in the Senate, SEC. 2 (a)(2) did state that "the amendment made by paragraph (1) shall apply to premiums for months beginning with January 2001. The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall establish a method for providing rebates of premium penalties paid for months on or after January 2001 for which a penalty does not apply under such amendment but for which a penalty was previously collected." However, before the House and Senate passed the bill, changes were made. The bill was eventually signed into law and is now known as the "Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003" (Public Law 108-173). The changes made by the Act are effective as of January 1, 2004, NOT January 2001, meaning TFL beneficiaries will be reimbursed for Part B premium penalties paid for months on or after January 2004. 

I turned down my initial Medicare Part B enrollment opportunity because I was receiving all of my medical care at a military treatment facility (MTF). I cannot afford to purchase Medicare Part B because of the penalties and therefore I have not been eligible for TRICARE For Life (TFL). When will the special enrollment period for Medicare Part B begin, so that I may enroll without penalty? 

The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 allows uniformed services beneficiaries and eligible family members who would be eligible for TFL but are not enrolled in Part B, to enroll without penalty during a special enrollment period through December 31, 2004. The Department of Defense (DoD) and Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) have yet to determine this period. 

You may enroll in Medicare Part B during Medicare's General Enrollment Period (GEP), January-March 2004. However, you will have to pay the premium along with any applicable penalties, until your record can be corrected. Once the DoD and DHHS establish a method for reimbursement of premium penalties, you will be reimbursed. If you do not want to pay the premium penalties you can wait until the special enrollment period is determined. 

If you enroll in Part B during the GEP you will have to wait until July for your coverage to be effective. If you enroll during the special enrollment period, coverage will be effective on the first day of the month following the month in which you enroll; therefore it may be better to wait for the special enrollment period. 

For more information about TRICARE For Life and Medicare, visit the Frequently Asked Questions Web site and type in Medicare Part B in the general search window. 
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